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of Torah “joyous,” and why specifically as “when they were given from
Sinai™?

Interestingly, this phrase appears elsewhere in the Aggadic litera-
ture, and is adduced regarding a similar form of learning Torah. Midrash
Shir Hashirim Rabbah states:™

Ben Azzai was sitting and expounding and a fire surrounded
him. R’ Akiva inquired as to what he was involving himself
with. Ben Azzai replied, “I was sitting and threading through
[chorez] words of Torah, and from the Torah to Neviim and
from Neviim to Kesuvim, and the words were as joyous as
when they were given at Sinai.”

It appears that the unusual distinction of words that were "as joyous
as when they were given from Sinai” derives from the particular way
in which these scholars were engaged in Torah study. In both cases,
they were learning, or “threading through,” from Torah to Neviim and
from Neviim to Kesuvim. This “threading through” involved identifying
the ideas embedded within the Torah as they were subsequently expli-
cated in the Neviim and Kesuvim.?* Essentially, they were learning the
Chumash with the vision that the Jewish People originally had when
the Torah was given to them at Sinai, and, hence, they succeeded as well
in reproducing the conditions in which the Torah itself was given and
became surrounded by fire.

This fascinating and far-reaching idea of the role of Neviim and
Kesuvim as “the earliest commentary on the Torah” will no doubt
serve as a basis for approaching these areas of Tanach with new eyes.
Hopefully, it will, in turn, yield further insight into the words of the
Chumash itself —rendering its messages “as joyous as when they were
given at Sinail”
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